Activity: Natural Selection by Competition
· An interesting type of bird called “Beak-o-strangeo” has various beak types.  4 prominent types include birds with fork, spoon, chopsticks, and tweezers.  Recently, the “Beak-o-strangeo” has been found in Chatsworth where it has a diet consisting of beans and toothpicks.

· Scientists are interested in finding out which beak type(s) are advantageous for survival and which are not.

Chatsworth mountain areas (Environment with only beans to eat)
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Chatsworth valley areas (Environment with only toothpicks to eat)
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Questions:

1)  Which beak type(s) has the advantage in the mountains?  In the valleys?
2)  What do you think might happen to population of “Beak-o-strangeo” birds over the next 1000 years in the mountains and in the valleys?  Explain. 
